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III.
TIIE COLONY AT BUXTON.

Cm of tbe moat interesting place« *i«tted io the
Mm of our inquiries «u tbe col my at Buxtoo
a\Jhawt sjaj years ago, tbe Rev. William King aa

Mab Preabytenao clergyman, residing at the time
m Louisiana, and owning aeveraJ tlavea, aervanta
.f kis family, aad having tbr ugh bia wife become

poseeescd of a number more, brought tbem, fifteen
bail, to Canada, and tbere emancipated them,
let content with tbia, aid deairoua to try, on a

¦ajJaeient aeale, tbe question whether the eannei-

paled negro would, as an agriculturist, bo found
.elf-supporting, aod burning to improve the moral
aad social condition of tbe oegro, Mr King beaame
the bead and moving agent of an association, wh ch

.btaiiied, on favorable terms, a large grant of lands,
belonging originally to tbe clergy reserves Tne
sand, forming a tract six males long by three milea
wide, was surveyed, cat through by avenues inter-

aoctuig each other at right auglea, and divided into
.iota of fifty acres race, each plot fronting upon
ease of tbe avenues. Tho expenses of aurvey-
hag, added to the original price of tbe land, made
Iks coat amount to |fl per acre. The ground was

level, heavily timbertd with oak, hickory, beech,
aam, mepie atd baa* wood, aid the virgin soil was a

deep, nch, black I-.am. To this place the negroes
were invited to try the grand experiment; each
applicant was to receive a fartu, u<>t as a gratuity,
but pa>mg for it tbe full coot price in teo annual
installment*, with iutereat added. He bwund him-
aelf at tbe same time, within a given period, to put
op a bouse upon hit land conforming to a prescribed
¦aodel; be was to furnish his own farming toola
aad implements, and to support himselfaod fain.ly.
Only when these conditions were complied with,
aad tne lands paid for, waa he to rooenre bia deed
A ecbool-house, teachers and taitiou were furnished
gratuitous , a Sahbatb S :.1 was established;
smd a rude log church, in which Mr King himself
.Aciated, was erected, and was open to ail who
.night choose to attend public worship in it Such
äs an outbne of the plan of the settlement of the
Elgin Association at Buxton, and at the end of
.even years from the date of its origin thataettlo
merit numbers two hundred families and about

eight hundrtd souls!
Beaton is about thirteen miles south west from

Chatham, and is about three milea distaat trom the
shore of Lake Erie. Having procured a convey¬
ance we set out to visit it, under tha guidance of
¦he son of a warm-hearted Irishman, whose Quaker
education only gave point to the impulsive aud
genial spirit of his oonatrymen. Fur the first seven
Balles the road was admirable but was bordered for
the most part, even in the immediate vininity of
ate town, by the primeval forest, the land being
held in large tracts by those who bad b »ught it to
bold for higher prices. Aa we turned of toward
Bax ton the road became worse, being a good deal
Broken into holes, which, in bad weather, must
hare been nearly impassable; on either aide, how¬
ever, there were well-improved farms. On the way
We frequently met with blacks from the settlement,
¦onetimes a large wagen full of moo aud women,
with a good two- horse team, sometimes in a rickety
.fair drawn by a single horte, and once a block

woman on bore< back, with a boy of 11 or 12 years
.f age behind ber. Tbere was a quarterly meeting
of the Methodists iu session, and tbey were on the
way to attend it As we approached the settle-
sojcnt the neighborhood became more populoue, aud

we saw frequent cabins, which we took to form

part of it. Ioquirii g tbe way, we were shown a

hit re church as a guide, and, driving by it, we

found ourselves within the domain.
Th? house of Mr. King is a long log-house, with

a high, steep roof and dormer windows, and a p »rch
aitending the whole length of the building; interi-
atty, it is divided by transverse partitions into a

.umber of rooms which serve aa office, sitting-
room, dining room, &.c. Everything was perfect¬
ly plain, but neat and substantial. Not far from
tae house are the little mission church, already
mentioned, tbe echo..; bouse and poet-office of the
settlement, all built of unhewn logs, while at some
fitUe distance are u steam saw-mill, a brickyard, a

pearl-ash factory, with blacksmith, carpenter and
shoe shop, aud the country store for the settlement.
Fortäuately we found the Hev. Mr Kiig at home
and du engaged, a strongly-built, middle-sifed and
middle-aged man, of dark complexion, with a full

atjuare bead and a homely countenance, indicative
at once of kindness and sagacity. From him we

learned tbat there were now at the settlement 200
aamilioa, each occupying tbeir own house, and num¬
bering to all about HXJ aouls. Of the laud, 1.0J5
aores were cleared and Uudcr fence, beside 200 acres

aa which the trees had been felled aud were ready
for burning, and which would be under cultivation
tke ensuing Spring. Of the laud already fenced,
354 acre* were planted with corn, which already,
at tbe time of my visit, waa aafe from the frost,
aad promised a more than average crop; 200 acres

had been planted with wheat, 70 with oats, rx) with

potatoes, and 120 with other crops, such at beans,
peas, turnips aud grass. There are owned by the
settlers 200 eowa, bO oxen, 300 hogs, and Bfl horses;
there are likewise a few sheep, hut they have n it
alone well, and tbe experience of the community has
not been favorable to aheep raising.
There are now two schools at Buxb.n, a male

aod female, the latter established withu. the past
pear for the purpose of teaching the girls plain
¦awing, aa well aa those that might wish it, the

higher branches of female education. Tbe number
enrolled in both schools was, during tho patt year,
140, and the average attendance 58. Hitherto
these schools have been gratuitous, but, in con¬

formity with the original idea of making the whole
establishment self supporting, a small payment will
henceforth be required. A Sabbath School, kept
.pen on every Sabbath during the year, is attended
hy 112 pupils, and the average attendance is 98L

Mr. King ia a Director of the Elgin Association,
aad as inch baa a general luperintendence over the
temporal affairs el the Association; but his office
Is chiefly advisory, the colonists, so long aa they
conform to tke rules of the Association in regard to
their buildings and feuoes, being left to their own
discretion. He ia likewise a missionary of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada, and iu that capa¬
city officiates in the Mission Church oa the ¦ ittle-
anent. Tbe negroes, for tbe greater part belong
In the Baptist and Methodist persuasions; aud
wh;le Mr. K.'s personal influence has brought a

fall attendance to his own little church, many of

the negroes ma in tain their former religious coo-

n* -tt.-B*. Abeat ooe quarter of the waoie camber
do not attend enaiek at all, aod no com^Uun is

ased. No intoxicating 1 quor is madeor toll withia
iL« aettleaieat; drunkenness it ackaown Ihrre, and
«..'.. ita f.rut formntioa but ooe person connected
w ith it baa keen arrested for a violation of tae

laws No caae of bastardy has hitherto eeeafftli
the genera) moral standard of tbe community ia

high, aad tbe loeial iniprov-mer.t ia marked and
manifest.
The settlers are for the matt part fugitive slave*,

and of the whole number about one-third are of

pure A'nean descent. If Mr. King be right in

tbia, tbe proportion of blacks is, I tL.tk. much
greater than in the Province at large. Tfiose of
tbem who have been accustomed to farming and
have had some capital to commeaee with, have

done exceedingly well having ¦¦>:>. I more land
and made greater improvements tban tbe great ma¬

jority of white settlers in the same trme and under
similar eireumitaoeee. Taose who have brought
neither skill oor capital have had a much more dif¬
ficult task, but even these have so far either paid cp
their installments regularly, or when they have

passed tbem, it has beeu by perjussion, the money
being laid oat upon tke land, so as to render future

payment easier. Many hart already paid in full
for their farm$ and received tkeir deeds, others are

prepared to do so in the coming year, and Mr. K.
is confident tbat at the expiration of tke ten years
all will have come into full possession of their lands.
Two settlements of Europeans have been formed

in Canada under Government direction, one of
Urghlaodera at Notowasagv north of Toronto,
another of mixed Irish, English and Scoth emi¬

grants atltainsey. oar Lrookvitie; the settlers of
boib for some time received aid in provisions, farm¬
ing implements, Ac, but both have failed. At the
B igt land ae:tleinent s >me 90 or 30 of tbe original
settlers, with their families, still remain; the others
have long been dispersed. They began to do better
immediately the Government aid was discontinued
Ur. K<ng attributes the greater success of the set¬
tlement at Buxton partly to the fast that, in the
first plaee, tbe negroes «re better ax-men than Eu¬

ropean emigrants, and so are better fitted to eon-

tend with the difficulties attendeot upon clearing a

heavily timbered country; but mainly to the cir¬
cumstance that tbe colony at Buxton was, from tbe
beginning, self supporting. The negroes perfectly
understood that they were to depend upon them¬
selves alone, that they were to receive no supplies
in money, in food, or in cbithing: and thus their
pride and self reliance being excited, tbey worked
with a will, not otherwise to have been looked
for. If, on the whole, tins has been wise and has

w >rked well in one respect, it may have retarded
the progress of the settlement, or, at least, have di¬
ns niehedthe result as seen in it; sinee mauy of the

negroes have f und it more profitable, perhaps
necessary, to employ part of their time and laoor
at a distance from Buxton Now, however, tbe
completion of the saw-anil, the brick-yard and the

potash factory afTorda a field for labor on tho place
itself.
Of tho fifteen slaves Mr. King originuily brought

with him, three have died, though their places have

been taken by children that have since been born in

Canada; nine are with bun at U aett ed at Buxton;
one is married and lives at Chatham; two, a mother
and daughter, are at Detroit, but Mr. King has
lately received a letter front the daughter, stafjog
that they are about to return to Buxton. One of
the slaves, at that time an oid man of 05, received,
in consideration of bis age, some assistance in put¬
ting up his cabin, and we believe in clearing his
land, lie married at Buxton a woman of suitable
years, and has ever since supported her and himself

without assistance. I saw hit house, his garden,
and bis corn patch, and everything looked neat and

flourishing.
In co!»f>»»T Mr, K. and our companion

from Chatham, we walked over a part of the set¬
tlement. The plaee was certaiuly no realization of
i Utopia, nor did the cabins resemble the neat,
white-painttd housea of a Now-Eogland village.
Everything wus new, rude and rough To a city-
bred man th . timber was terrible. I saw one tree
left utandiDg by the roadside, at least five feet
through at the base, and ruing straight as an ar¬

row and scarcely diminished in circumference to
an immense bight, before it gave off a branch.
Most of them were from two to four feet in diam¬
eter. The road was merely a wide lane cut straight
tb rough the forest, with the roots of tho trees

everywhere traversiug the deep, friable soil. On
either side, here and there, were acattcred the cab-
ks and clearinga of the settlers.the former a'l
built of unhewn logs, setback the prescribed num¬

ber of foet ft oin tbe road, and each one sunouodeJ
by its kitchen-garden. They were not destitute of
all traces of ornament. Orertne rudo porch in front
ofthe cabin creeperswere frequently trained and one,
covered with a hop-vine in full bearing, looked ex¬

ceedingly pretty. Some of the gardens boasted flow¬
er-beds, and l>r gut colored phloxes and poppies and
corn flowers were in contrast with tbe dark forest
which hemmed us in We entered the cabin of a

fugitive, but two years from Kentucky, aud who
had married, we believe, aojao time after he hal
reached the settlement The cabin was smaller
than tbe model; but the owner, with an eye at a

future time of adding to it, had built the chiaatey
d< uble, and a huge brick fire-place stared at us

from the outaide. Within was the wife, with a

couple of small children, her relati >n«, to whom
the couple afforded a home. There were chairs, a

table, a large chest, and a cooking stove and its
utensils. The family dinner was still on the stove,
poik and potatoes, while mlo auolber vessel, in a

quantity of hot, bubbl ng tat, had been thrown
some green corn in the ear. The mau was absent
at work in the brick-yard.

Another cabiu we entered belong Jd to a man.

a full black.who, fourteen years before, had
escaped from MiasearL Ho had been six years at
tbe settlement, and had twenty four acree of lead
fenced and under cultivatioa and six more on whicn
the wood had been felled He had paid up four of
his instailmtnta, and owned a w*goa, a yoke of
oxen, a mare and two eelas. He had four or five
chüd reo, and hia eklest boy, fourteen years old,
was reading Virgil.'.for him. I fear, uaprofitabUs
reading. The day was warm, and the amaller
children, like the rest of those we saw, were

dressed for warm weather: their legs, feet and
aims were bare, and their garments had apertures
about them which had not been bestowed by the
tailor or dressmaker. Ia the house, beside tbe or-

duary bed and bedding, chairs, table, Ac, we

found a rocking chair, and a Urge new safe.a
recent importation frcn Yankee land. On asking
for a glass of water, it was brought in a clean tum¬

bler and -ij a a plate.
Auotber cabin, belonging to an old settler, was

more ambitious. It was larger, with a vine-covered

porch, bad a hall in the center, and a room on

either side; about the walla were hung ao&dry
staring prints, and a carpet, sofa and a large cook-

ktf it***) .*». added to the aaaaJ article* 0/ faroi-
ture. Om fcetwr* of sH tbe ;*bint we mm 1 sx 1

i.rfrt.tbe lag« oiiek fire-p-ace, <c-upyiog th-

be*t part of one tide of the room, and which, with
its ehianaey, bore tobest of the roaring firet which
blazed in it during the Winter.
We sew enrj a amail. and, 1* we were informed,

the newest and Veatt advance i part »f tbe tettie.

toent, but our staj is Canada was limited, and

despite the hospitable invitation of Mr. Kiag to re¬

main a few day* with him, we fett oursehe* com-

pejatj to hasten home. We left Bci>n with the be¬

rief that we bad seen one of th >** rar. men who,
»y a siagle minded devotion to one worthy object
not only accomplish great ends bat ennoble our

common humanity.

Bayard Taylor in fiorthern Europe.
No. XXXVI.

A TRIP TO THE VORLVG-FOSS.
ConerpcodsssM of TV N. T. THVtce.

VeRKEVAjiCiKN, Norway, Aug. 20, 1*57.

After waiting osiy fiva hours, we obtained three

horses and drove away from Bergen. It was a su¬

perb afternoon, epotleealy blue overhead, with etil,
blue water betow, and htlla of dark, velvety verdure
throbbing and sparkling in the eunabise and the
breecea from off the fiord. We aped put the long
Line of suburban gardens, through the linden ave-

Biee, which somehow or other suggested to me the

days of the Heoaeatic League, past Tivob, the H u-

boken of Bergen, and, cn the auraaait of tbe bill

beyond, atopped to take a parting look at the bona-
tiful city. .Sue sat at the foot of her guardian
mountair, across the lake, her white towera and
red itofa lying in aharp relief against the purple
background of the ialands which protect her from
the tea. In eolor, form and atmospheric effect, the

picture waa perfect Nor*ay ia particularly fortu
nate in tbe "position and surroundings of ber three
chief cities. Bergen been away the palm, truly;
but either of them baa few rivals in Europe.
Our road led, at firet, over weU-coltivated hilla,

dotted wiih eomfertable farm-houses.a rolling,
bn ken country, indoted by rugged aid aierile
grrupa of hi Iis. After some milea, we turned north¬
ward into a narrow valley, running parallel to the
eoast line. The afternoon sun, shilling over tbe
thou der of the m xintain on our left, illuminated,
with dazzling efleet, the green pasture* in the
bosun of the valley, and the grovea of tw inkling
birch and sointer fir on the opposite slope*. I
have never seen purer tints in the sunshine.never
a softer transparency in the shadow. The Land¬
scape was ideal in its beauty, eicept the houaee,
whose squalor and discomfort were real, Our first
station lay off tbe road, on a hill. A very friendly
old man promiaed to get us horses as soon as poa-
tibia, and bia wife set before us tha beat fare the
house afforded.milk, oaten shingles, and bad
cheese. Tbe house waa dirty, and the aspect of
the family bed, * Li :h occupied one aide of the room,

merely divided by boarda into separate eompert-
menu for the parents, children and aervante, waa

sufficient to banish aleep. Notwithstanding the
poverty of the pUeo, the old woman aet a good
value upon ber choiee provender. The horaea were

eoon forthcoming, and tbe man, whose apparent
kindness increased every moment, said to me:
" IU-f I not done well T Is it sot very well that I
"have brought your horses so soont" I assented
cheerfully, but be still repeated the same questions,
and I waa stupid enough not to discover their mean¬

ing, until he added: "I have done everything so
'. well tbat you ought to give me something for it."
The naive manner of thia request made ft aeetn

reasonable, aid I gave him something aecordiugly.
though a little diaappcrinted, for I had oongTatjulatod
myself on finding at Last a friendly and obliging
tkiot-tkaiftr (postmaster) in Norway.
Toward evening we reached a little village on the

shore of the bstetfiord. Here the road terminated,
and a water station of eighteen milea in length lay
before us. The fiords on the weiter» coaat of
Norw ay are narrow, abut in by lofty and abrupt
mountains, and penetrate far into the land.fre¬

quently to the distance of a hundred milea. Toe
general direction of the vulley* ia parallel to tbe
line of the coast, intersecting the fiords at nearly a

right angle, ao that they, in connection with theee
watery defile*, divide the mountaina into immense

irregular blocks, with very presipitoua aidea, aad
a summit table-hand varying from two to four
thousand fett above the eta level. For this reason,
there ia no cootiunoua nrnd in all weatern Norway,
but alternate links of land and water.boat* and
post horses. Tbe deepest fiorda reach very nearly
to the spinal ridge of the mountain regiui, and a

laid road from Bergen to thia Line would be more

difficult to construct than any of tbe greit high¬
ways across the Alpe. In proportion to her popu
Utioa and mean*. Lfani ay ua«. done more for road*
than axy country is the world. Nm\ only her main

thori<ugl fares, but even her by ways, giro evidence
of aatvmtbiDg -k II, industry aad peraeverince.
Tho Storthing has recently appropriated a «um of
$186,000 for the improvement of roads, in addition
to the rtpaira which the farm-r* are obliged to
make, -j 1 which constitute almost their only tat.
ts there ia no aeaesamejt whatever upon landed
pripcrty. There »cema a aingular incongruity,
kowcter, in finding auch an evidence mi the bigheet
civilization in connection with the eemi barbaris
condition of tbe people. Generally, the improve¬
ment of tho means of a 'inmunication in a country
ia in the ratio of its social progreea.
As we were obliged to wan antil m ruing before

commencing c ui voyage, we set about procuring
supper and lodging. Some dirty beds in a d.rty
upper room constituted tue Utter, tut the former
waa a doubtful a Tair. Tne landlord, who peraiated
in ceiling me "Doch," made a foraging excursion
among the house 1, and, after some time, laid before
ua a salted and smoked leg of mutton, com3 rancid
butter, bard oaten broad a..d pestilential cheeee. I
ate a* a mitter of duty toward my body, bat my
ei^upanit is were lea* conacientioua. We deaerve
00 credit for having ri»ea early the next mcrmng.
neither was there any lelf denial in the fact of our

being content with a tingle cup of coffee. The
boatmen, five in number, who had been engaged the
evening before, took oar earioles apart and atowed
them in the stern, while we three disputed our¬

selves very uneasily in the narrow bow. As we

were about pushing off, one of the men stepped
upon a atone and ehouted in a loud voice: " C«me
and help ua, fairiea '".whereat tbe other* laughed
fc art; j. The wind was against us, but I thought
the men hugged the shore much u. re than ¦>**

neceasary. I have noticed the earns thing siaca,
acd »poken of it hut they lay there era stroog
eurrtnU in tbeae f -ru«, *ettLog toward the tea.

Tie water, in fict, ia but slightly brachith, au.l the
ebb acd flow of the tide* it barJly felt.
The scenery on the Osterfiord is superb. Moun¬

taina, two thousand feet high. basssWa and twist it
betweeu their internello0 taooa. Cliffs af naked
r< ck .verlang it t&< caUracM f<.U bit it ia long,

PljWM chews of foam. Her» aad there, a little o«n-

bsyed del rejoices with settlement and eulSivatioei.
tad eve* on the wildest steeps, where it almost
seems impossible for the human foot to find hold,
the people scramble, at the hazard of their lives, to

reap a ceaatj ban fit of grace tor the Winter.
Goats pasture everywhere, and oar boatmen took
delight in mahiog the ewes follow as along the
ruffs, by imitating the bleating of kids. Toward
noon, we left the main body of the fiord, and entered
a narrow arm, which lay in eternal shadow under
tremendous wails of dark rock. The light and
keat of noonday were tropical in their silent in¬

tensity, painting the summits far shore with dashes
of fierce color, while the basee sank ia bine gloom
to meet the green darkness of the water. Again
and again the bights inclosed us so that there was

ao autle t; bat they opened again, as if purposely to

make way for us, until oar keel grated the pebbly
barrier of a narrow valley, where the road com¬

menced again. Four miles through this gap
brought as to another branch of the same fiord,
where we were obliged to have our cariolee taken
to pieces and ahipped for a short voyage.
At its extremity, the fiord narrowed, and still

loftier mountains overhang it 8hat in by tbeee,
hke some palmy dell is the heart of the porphyry
mountains of the Sahara, lay Bolataduren, a miracle
of greenness and beauty. A mantle of emerald
velvet falling in the softest slopes and swells to the
water's edge, was thrown upon the valley; the
barley had been cot and bound to long upright
poles to dry, rising like golden pillars from the
shaven stubble; and, to crown all, above the land¬

ing-place stood a two-story bouse, with a jolly fat
landlord smoking in the shade, and half a doiea

pleasant-looking women gossiping in-doors. " Can
" we get any ri.bg to eat I " waa the tlrst question.
" The gentlemen can have fresh salmon and pota-
" toes, and red wine, if they wish it," answered
the mistress. Of coarse we wished it; we wished
for aoy fcod clean enough to be eatable, and the
promise of such fire was like the falling of inanna

in the desert The salmon, fresh from the stream,
was particularly fine; the fish is here so abundant
that the landlord had caught "-J, as he informed
as, in the course of one season.

We had but two miles of laud before another
sheet of water intervened and our earioles were

again taken to pieces. The postilions and boat
men along this route were great seamps, frequently
asking more than the legal fare, and in one instance
threatening to prevent us from going on, unless we

paid it. I shall not bore you with accounts of our

various little squabbles on the road, all of which
tended more and more to convince na that, unless
the Norwegians were a great deal more friendly,
kind and honest a few years ago than they are now,

they have been more over-praised than any people
in the world. I must say, however, that they are

bungling swindlers, and could only be successful
with the greenest of travelers. The moment an

imposition is resisted, and the stranger shows him¬
self familiar with the true charges and methods of
travel, they give up the attempt; but the desire to
cheat is only leas annoying to one than cheating
itself. The fees for traveling by tkyd$ are, it is
true, disproportionately low, and in many instances
the ob'igatioo to furnish horses ia no doubt an actual
loss to the fat uier. Very often, we would have will¬
ingly paid a small increase upon the legal rates, if
it had been asked for aa a favor; but when it was
boldly demanded as a right and backed by a false¬
hood, we went not a stiver beyond the letter of the
law.
Landing at Evanger, an intelligent landlord], wh«

had four brothers in America, gave us return horses
to Yossevangen, and we enjoyed the long twilight
of the warm Summer evening while driving along
the hills which overlook the valley connecting the
lakes of Voaievangen and Evanger. It was a lovely
landscape, ripe with harvest and the air full of
mellow, balmy odors from the flowers and grain.
The black spire of Vossevaogen Church, atanding
bask against the dawning moonlight was the wel¬
come termination of our long day's journey, and not
lets welcome were our clean and comfortable quar¬
ters in the house of a merchant there. Here we

left the main road aeroaa Norway, in order to make
an excursion to the Vortag-Foss, which Kea beyond
the Hardanger Fiord, about fifty miles distant, ia .
south eastern direction.
Vossevangco, in the splendor of a cloudleas morn

irg, was even more beautiful than aa a moonlit
haven of repose. The compact tittle village lay
half buried in trees, clustered about the massive old
church, with its black, pointed tower, and roof cov¬

ered w ith pitched shingles, in the center of the val¬

ley, while the mountains around shote bald and
bright throogh floating veils of vapor which bad
risen from the bike. The people were all at work
in the fields betimes, cutting and stacking the bar¬

ley. The grass fields, cut smooth and dose, and
of the softest and evecest green, seemed left for
show rather than for use. The bottom of the val¬

ley along which we drove was filled with ao un¬

broken pine forest inclosmg here and taere a lake,
" Where beeei-c lUrlf, brousbt dc»n V eeith,

wliile the opposite mountain rose ri?h with harvest-
fields and farm-hnufee. There are similar land

scapes between Fribourg and Yevay, in Sffitzer
lateJ.finer, ]>erhaps, except that all cultivated
scenery in Norway gains wonderfully in effect from
the savsge environment of the ban en fjehls. Here,
cultivate n is somewhat of a phenomenon, and a

rich, thickly-set tied valley strikes one with a cer¬

tain surprise. The Norwegians have been aecised
ofceglecting agriculture, but I do net see that
much more coukl be expeeted of them. The subju¬
gation of virgin soil, as we have had occasion to

notice, is a aerioua work. At the best, the grain
harvests are uncertain, while fish are almost as

sure aa the stacon; and so the surplus agricultural
population either emigrates, or reajoves to the fish¬

ing grounds on the coast There is ondoubted'y a

considerable quantity of wild land which could be
maile arable; but the same means, applied to the

improvement of that which is at present under cul¬
tivation, would accomplish far more beneficent re¬

sults.
Leaving the valley, we drove for some time

through pine forests, and here, as elsewhere, had
occasion to notice the manner in which this source

¦sf weJth has been drained of late years. The
trees were very straight and beautiful, bat there
were none of more than middle age. All the fine
.Id timber had been cut away; all Norway, in fact,
bat been deepoiled in like manner, and the people
are but just awaking to the fact that they are kill¬

ing a goose which lays golden eggs. The Goveru-
meLt so prudently economical that it only allows
f100,000 worth of silver to be quarried annually in
the mines of Hüngsberg, lest the supply should he
exhausteJ, has, I believe, adopted measures for the

preservation of v forests, bat I am not able to

«täte their precise character. Except in valleys
renkte frcm the riven and fiords, one now finds

rery Utile mature Umher.

¦ Tbe laBeet r*».
H,wn « r tw*. »» EH U» be liM «wJt

Of in< freeAea^uwl,''
11 ave not yet seen.

We tt lest caane upon a htttekke ia a clo*e glen,
with walla a thousand bot bign, No«Buap«CtBg
tbat we bad aaeeoded mueh abvte the aea-rofel, we

were *urprised to aee the gorge all at ooee oteo

below ua, revealing a dark-blue lake, tar down

among tbe mountain*. We stood oa tbe brink of a

wall, over which the atream at our tide feil in a

hank " of divided Cataracta. Our road waa en¬

gineered with greet oifficulty to the bottom of tbe

steep, whence a gentler deeeent took ua to the

hamlet of Yesendeo, at the head of tbe lake. lie

yond thin, there waa ao road for eariolee, aad we

accordingly gave oure ia charge of a bright, active

acd intelligent little pott-master, twelve years old.

Be and hia mother then rowed ua a;r*ea the Lake

to the village of Graver, whence there was a btidlo-
road across tbe mountaina to a branch of the

Eaxdanger Fiord. Tbey demanded only twelve

skillinga (ten cente) for the row of three mike, and

theo posted off to a neighboring farm-house to eav

gage honen for aa.

There was a neat white dwelling on tbe hill which
we took to be tbe parsonage, but which proved to

be tbe residence of an army eaptain on leave, whom

we found sitting in the deor cleaning his gun. as we

approaehrd. He courteously ushered ua into the

house, and mace hia appearance soon afterward ia
a clean ahirt, followed by his wife, with wine and
eakea upoa a tray. I found turn to be a man of
more than ordinary intelligence, and of aa earnest
and reflective turn of mind, rare in men of hia pro¬
fession. He epoke chiefly of the pMeioa for emi¬
gration whichnow pceaeoeea the Norwegian farmers,
considering it not rendered necesaary by their ac¬

tual condition, but rather one of tboee eontagione
which spread through oemmunitiea and nations,
overccniing alike prudence and prejudice. He de¬

plored it as retarding the development of Norway.
Personal interest, however, ia etronger than patriot¬
ism, everywhere, and I aee uo signs of the emifra¬

tion decreaeirg for some years to come.
After waiting a considerable time, we obtained

two horses and a strapping farmer's aou for guide.
Tbe fellow waa delighted to find out where we
came from, and waa ccntinually ahouting to the
people in the fielda: " Here, these are Americans;
they were born there ".whereat the people
atared, saluted, and then stared again. He shoul¬
dered our packs and marched beside the horaee,
w ith the greatest ease. "You are strong," I re¬

marked. "Yea," be replied, "I am a strong
Ncrrmand," making bia patriotism an excuse for
his personal pride. We had a terribly tough pull
up the meuntain, through pine woods, to the sum¬

mit level of the fjeld. The view backward, over

the lake, was enchanting, and we lingered long on

tbe steep, loth to Icae it. Turning again, a desolate
lake lay before ua, heathery sWelle of the bleak
table-rand acd distant peaks, touched with anow.

Once upon the broad, level summit of a Norwegian
fjeld, one would never guess what lovely valleya lie
under these misty breaks which separate ita im¬
mense lobes..what gaahea of life and beauty pene¬
trate ita atony heart. There are, in fact, two Nor¬
way s: one above.a series of detached, irregular
maaaea, bleak, snowy, wind swept and heather-
grown, inhabited by herdamen and hunters; and
one below.a ramification of narrow veins of land
and water, with fields and forests, highwaya and
village*.

80, when we bad traversed tho upper land for
several ruilea, we tame to a brink overlooking
another branch of the lower land, and descended
through thick woods to the farms of Ulvik, on the
E) fiord, an arm of the Hardanger. The ahorea
w en* gloriously beautiful ; slopes of dazzling turf
Lucioeed the bright blue water, and ctumpt of oak,
ash and linden, in park-like group*, studded the
field*. Lew, red farm-house*, each with ita hollow

tquare of stables and granaries, dotted the hill¬
sides, and the people, male and female, were

everywhere out reaping the ripe barley and piling
it, pillar- wise, upon tall stake*. Owing to tbi* cir¬

cumstance, we were obliged to wait some time for
oarsmen. There waa no milk to be had, oor in
deed anything to eat, notwithstanding the sign* of

plenty on all tide*. My friend, wandering from
house to bonae, at laat discovered an old man who
brooght him a bowl of mead in exchange for a

cigar. Late in the afternoon, two men came, put
ua into a shabby and leaky boat, and pulled away
alowly for Yik, ten milea distant.
The fiord was *hut in by lofty acd abrupt moun¬

tains, often inttrrupted by deep lateral gorges. This
ia the general character of tbe Hardanger Fiord, a

broad, winding thi et of water, with many arms,

but whose extent ia diminish..! to the eye by the
grandeur of ita ahorea. Nothing can be wilder or

more desolate than this scenery, especially at the
junction of the two branches, where all sign* of
habitation are ahut out of eight, and oce ia aur-

roucded by mighty precipice* of dark red n<ck, van¬

ishing away to the cattward in a gloomy defile. It
was three hours and a half before we reached Vik,
at tbe head of a bay on the southern aide. Here,
however, *ome English fi*hcmen wire quartered,
and we made sure of a supper. The landlord, of
course, received their *uperflu<u* salmon, and they
were not the men to spare u potato-field, ao bo,b
were forthcoming, and, in tbe satisfaction of ap
perucd hunger, n|tn willing to indorae the
opiniin of a former Qjghsh traveler in the guests'
boek: "Thia place *Jr*m* to me a paradise, al¬
though very probably it is not one." The luxury
of fishing, which I never could understand, has
taught the Norwegians to regard travelera as their
proper prey. Why should a man, they think, pay
£b0 for the privlege of catching fish, which he
givea away aa soon a* caught, unless he don't know
how else to get rid of bis money I Were it not that
fishing in Norway includes pure air. hard fare md
healthy exerei-e, I should agree with aomebody'a
definition of Acgling." And with a fly ut on* end
acd a fool at the other".but it i* all that, and be¬
sides furnisher] ua withagotnlmeal more than once;
wherefore I respect it
We were now but eight miles from the Voring

Fott, acd it t out betimes the next morning, tak¬
ing with u* a bettle of red wice, some dry bread,
and Peder Halttensen aa guide. I mention Pcder
particularly, because he is the only jolly, lively,
wide-awake, open-hearted Norwegian I have ever

seen. As rollicking as a Neapolitan, aa chatty as

an Aiidelusian, and a* frank as a Tyroltae, he
formed a remarkable contrast to the men witb
whom we had hitherto eome in contact He hal
long black hair, wicked black eye a, and a mouth
which laughed even when hia fee? was at rest Add
a capital teco.- voice, a lithe, activ» frame, and
eomethirg lire»i*tibly odd and droll in hi* motiona,
and y< u have hi* prinupil point*. W'e walked
across the hrch-wooced isthmus behind Yik t»the
Eyf'j. rdsvaud, a lake about three mi e* lorg, whian
etimplet. ly cuts off tte further valley, the BBOsjss
taine on e.ther side failing to it in aueer precipice*
a thousand km) blah.

We embark*] a a erary, braky boat, p,^pulling vigorously, and sieging "Frit «a/^j||h/r*i" (Life IM o« ckeneh"), with ail the -»eataa«
mentonhit face Waich u expressed in M tarr
immortal melody. "PeAer," seid I, -j,

'

know the Dational song of Norway t" I t9mmm\
tkinkso," was bis answer, stopping »bort mTtjl
x.dat of a wild Fjeld-song, clearing kit Uroat, «aJ
tinging with a fervor and eothaataam wkiel raa#
wide over the looel) lake:

" y.t¦¦' awakrn HM berp ft ... tu ...^
Suit* for Old N»r«e». U. »nd of 2a7cS

Hub ai«3 heroic, 1a »o .1 «'.uru < ciuaarra.
i f tm falb.rf »i. tttik» h i. r ^n,

Old t-r< W<-ti'* a aokhe oa- eS-cetoa*-.
H» law tb« uemeaf the lai d of mmt berth

f«ch b-Mt brau FM loudeet, **-i ra»»a (MW,^_^
For Norwej tka enUea«. (ha Uran« «t ta» .serU^«^^

"Doat theo know,' aaid he, kv«^^
familiar in hin address, "that a kaw,ex by
the name of Bj>rragaard wrote thli »es«, Mi ^
Btrrtbing at Carkttiania gave bim a hundredbjU
dollara for it' That waa rx t too mach, waa \\< »

..No, raid I, "fivehundreddolart would baht*a
enorjgh for suck a aoag." "Yea, yea: that *
woaid, ' was kis earneat assent; and aa I hasps***
at that nx ment to ash wkether we c n*Jd sat Ik*
pcaka of the Hailing Jokeleo, be o m aeoesd %
tevter-soog of life on the lofty f]«<d.a aoag s|
¦now, and free winds, and blue sky. By ttua tana,
we bad reached the other end of the lake, wkersjg
the midst of a little valley of noh alluvial^
covered with patches of barley and p fettet, stood
the hamlet of SarbO Here Peder procured a
hone tor my friend, and we entered the mouth tf
a .nblime gorge which opened to the eastward^
mere split in the mighty ramparts of HardaJ/^
Qdi Pederwas continually shoatiog to the aev

ple in the fields: "Look here! these are Araeri.
cans.these two.and the other one is a Gersat*!
This oae talks Norsk, and the others doe h"
We ascended the defile by s rough (bot path, si

first tbr< ngb aider thickets, but afterward over uc.

mensc masies of rocky ruin which had tumble!
from the craga far above, and almost blocked ap
the valley. In ailenec deet latioo and awful graodetuy
this defile equals any of the A pine passes. In tha
8pring, when the rocks, split by wedge* of iea, tie*

engage themselves from the summit and Wanes*
down upon the piled wrecks of ages, it mast be*
terribly sublime. A bridge, consisting ef two ragi
spanned across abutments of soose stones, mi
vibsating strongly under our tread, took us ovwtht
torrert Our road, for tome distance, waa now a
mere ataireaise scrambling up, down, under, erat

and betw eon töe cos/ s of sundered rocks. A littfa
further, and the defile shut in altogether, forming a

euld* s*r of apparently perpendicular walls fro*
two to three thousand feet high " How are we

to get out of this 1" I ashed Peder. "Toader/*
aaid he, pointing to the inaccessible summit in front
"But where does the stream come from I" "That
you will soon see." L >! all at once a clean splat
from top to bottom disclosed itself in the wallt«
our 11 tt, and in passing its mouth we had a glimpse,
up the monstrous chasm, whose darh blae sides,
falling sheer three thousand feet, vanished at the
bottom in eternal gloom and spray. *

Crossing the stream again, we cosmencad as¬

cend itg over the debris of atoey avalanches, the
path becoming steeper and ateeper, antd the far-off
summit asmost hung ove r our heads. It eras now a

ligzag ladder, roughly thrown together, ant very
firm The red mare which my friend rode combed
it like a eat, never hesitating, even at an angle of
50c, and n-vr r making a false ttec. The perform¬
ance of this noble animal was almost mcredhk f
should never have believed a hone capable of tack
gymnastics had I not seen it with my own eyes,
had I not mounted her m vself at the most difficult
points, in order to test her powers. You, who have
climbed the Jfapinvtomd, in going from the Glacier
of the Khone to the Grimsel, imagine a slant higher,
steeper, and composed of loose rocks, and you will
have an exaet picture of our ascent. We dabei
well, and yet it took as just an hour and a half to
reach the summit.
We were now on the great plateau of the Hardan-

ger Fjeld, 2 500 feet above the sea. A wild regio«
lay before us.g-eat awell«, covered with heather,
sweeping into the distance and given up to aoUtude
and silence. A few isolated peaks, streaked with
snow, rose from this npper level, and a deep break
on our left revealed the top of the cbaasi through
which the torrent made its way. At its extremity,
a mire or mere distant, rose a light cloud of vapor,
seeming close at hand in the thin mountain air.
The thick, spongy soil not more than two feet
deep, rests on a solid bed of rock- the entire
Hardarger Fjeld, in fact, is hut a single rock.aal
is, therefore, always swampy. Whortleberries were

abundant, as well as the inulteberry (Hub*. e*wws-

motus) which I have found growing in New ouod-
land, aid Feder, running off on the hunt of taeea,
was continually leading us astray. But at last we
approached the wreath of whirling spray, and
heard the hollow roar of the VOring F<*s. Taa
great chaici yawned before ut: another step, aaJ
we stool n the bnnk. I seised the branch of a

tougb pme sapling as a »upport and leaned over.

My head did Dot swim: toe bight was too great for
tout the impression too grand and wonderful. Ta*
shelf of Ml on which I stood projected far out
over a gulf twelve hundred fjetdeep. whose oppo¬
site side rose in one grand escarpment from the
bottom to a bight of eight hundred feet ab rve my
bead On this black wall, wet with eternal spray,
was painted a splendid rainbow forming two thirde
of a circle before it melted into the gloom below.
A little stream fell in one long thread of » !w
from the very summit, 1'ke a plumb line dropped to
measure the two tbousaod feet Oa in/ right
hard, the stream, eoming down from the level of
th (Jehl in a torn, twisted aid billing mast,

reaebed the brink of the gulf at a point about four
hundred ü -t below me, whence it fell in a S'L^le
sheet to the bottom, a depth ef betweeo eight and
nixe hundred feet
Ctald one view it from below, this faQ would

present one of the grandest spectacles in the world.
In hit Lt. volume of water and suhUinc surround-
ings, it bas no equal. The spectator, however,
looks down upon it from a great bight above ita
brink, whence it is so foreahortened that he can

only gness its majesty and beauty. By lying apoa
your bell) and thrustixg jnur bead out beyond the
roots of the pinet, you can safely peer into tka
dread abvea. and watch, through the vortex of
whirling spray in its tortured womb the starry es>
ruications which radiaVe from the bottom of the
tall like rockets of water incessant'y explod ng.
But this view, sublime at it is, only wbets your de-
re to ttacd below and tee the river, with ita

aprajts; crest shining against the sky, make but >ma

leap from heaven to belL Some penoas have suc¬

ceeded, by entering the ebaera at its month in tha
valley below, in getting far enough to see a potUoa
of the fall, the remamlrr being concealed by a pro-
jeciiig rock; and the time will come, no doubt,
when somebedy will kave energy enougk to carry a

. Lethsui'l tracalslrja


